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(54) Headgear having audio facility 


(57) An article of headgear, for use by swimmers comprises a helmet 10 or headband (Figs. 2 and 3) with at 
least one recess, sealed against water, for a stereo cassette player 12 orthe like, and with earpieces containing; 
loudspeakersjfrere are no external wires. External control knobs 16 or switches are provided on the helmet or 
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HEADGEAR HAVING AUDTQ FACILITY 
SPECIFICATION 

5 This invention relates to headgear which has 

an audio facility, and is particularly concerned with 
headgear appropriate to be worn while swimming and 
which can provide music and/or speech for the enjoyment 
and/or instruction of the wearer. 

10 Many forms of headgear are known which 

provide an audio facility for the wearer. One such 
item of headgear is described in US-A-4,077,007. T his 
describes a helmet, for use by a motorcyclist, which 
has an antenna mounted within the helmet, a set of 

15 earphones within the helmet, a battery and an AM/FM 
radio receiver with controls on the outside of the 
helmet . 

It is an object of the present invention to 
provide headgear suitable for use by swimmers so that 
20 they are able to enjoy music and/or speech while in the 
water. It is therefore necessary that the headgear 
should be fully waterproof. 

Swimming is considered to be an excellent 
form of exercise. However, swimming for extended 
25 distances can be extremely boring for some people and 

the present invention provides a means to enhance this 

leisure activity. 

It is a further object of the present 
invention to provide waterproof headgear for swimmers 
30 which provides an audio facility without any external, 
trailing wires. The components are all sealed in 
watertight compartments for protection. 

The present invention may be emb odied either 
in a helmet, o r in a headband. The latter can generally 
35 be made lighter and less obtrusive. 
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In order that the invention may be fully 
understood two presently preferred embodiments of 
headgear in accordance with the invention will now be 
described by way of example and with reference to the 
5 accompanying drawings. In the drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a waterproof 
stereo cassette swimming helmet in accordance with the 
invention; 

Fig. 2 is a front view of a waterproof 
10 headband incorporating a cassette player; and/ 

Fig. 3 is a side view of the headband of Fig. 

2. 

Referring first to Fig- 1 there is shown a 
helmet indicated generally at 10 , which may be made as 

15 an injection moulded plastics item. The helmet may 
have a chin strap (not shown)- The helmet is intended 
to fit fairly snugly on the head. At the reax - nf the 
he lmet there is provided a recess in which a stereo 
cas sette player 12 is house d. Suitable seals are 

20 provided around the periphery of the cassette player to 
prevent the ingress of water. Above the stereo 
cassette player there is provided a battery door 14 
which screens a recess within which batteries are 
housed. The batteries and the cassette player are thus 

25 both housed within waterproof compartments. 

The helmet 10 is also provided with 
^loudspeakers at each side, hous ed within foam-padded 
side portions of the helmet. The loudspeakers are also 
rendered waterproof , for example by being covered with 

30 a rubber membrane. Above one of the loudspeakers, on 
the outside of the helmet, are provided control knobs 
16- These may comprise a volume/on/off control knob 
and a rewind/fast forward control knob. They are 
mounted on the outside of the helmet for ease of 

35 access. 
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It will be noted that there are no external 
wires from the helmet. All the electrical connections 
are made within the body of the helmet. Seals are 
provided where necessary to prevent the ingress of 
5 water. 

Pigs. 2 and 3 show an alternative embodiment 
of headgear, which here is in the form of a headband 
20. This consists of an arcuate moulded plastics body 
which has built-in headphones at each side adjacent to 

10 the ears. One control knob is indicated at 22. In 
this embodiment the cassette deck is housed at the top 
of the headband, as indicated at 24. Again, suitable 
sealing means, incorporating O-ring seals for example, 
are provided around the cassette deck to seal it 

15 against water. The headband version of the article is 
light in weight and is aesthetically pleasing. It may 
be secured in place by a chin strap (not shown) . 

T he headoear. of the present invention can be 
used not only with standard audio cassettes b ut also 

20 „ith microcassettes. The product can also be made as a 
compa c^diso-^asfie^J-nstead of a tape player. Although 
in most cases the user would wish to listen to music, 
the product can also be used to play speech tapes, for 
example for training purposes for swimmers. 

25 


30 


35 
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CLAIMS: 

1. An article of headgear for use by 
swimmers, comprising a housing arranged to be fitted on 
the head, at least one recess in the housing to receive 
5 audio transmitting means whose output is directed to 

the ears of the wearer, sealing means to render the or 
each said recess waterproof, and external control means 
on the housing for actuation by the wearer to control 
the audio transmitting means. 
10 2. An article of headgear as claimed in 

claim 1, in which the housing is formed as a helmet 
with earpieces containing loudspeakers and with a 
recess adapted to receive a stereo cassette player. 

3. An article of headgear as claimed in 
15 claim 2, in which the recess for the stereo cassette 

player is at the back of the helmet, and a second, 
adjacent recess is provided for a battery or batteries. 

4. An article of headgear as claimed in 
claim 1, in which the housing is formed as an arcuate 

20 headband with the audio transmitting means located at 
the top of the headband and with loudspeakers in 
portions arranged to cover the ears. 

5 . An article of headgear as claimed in any 
preceding claim, in which all electrical connections 

25 are within the housing, sealed where necessary against 

water . 

6. An article of headgear for swimmers, 
substantially as hereinbefore described with reference 
to the accompanying drawings. 

30 


35 
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